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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ty 


THE following Reflections are not in- 
tended accurately to conſider the different 
acceptations under which, the Phraſe, the 
Church of Chriſt, may be taken; as it figu- 
ratively regards the outward and true Jew 
and Chriſtian, or as it may fignify the Body, 
of which Chriſt is the head, collectively 
conſidered, confiſting of all that are ſanc- 
tified by Chriſt Jeſus, both in Time and 
Eternity: But reſtri& the phraſe to the real 
and nominal profeſſors of Chriſtianity in ex- 
ternal communities, for as the dif! penſations 
of God to adding have been various, in 
calling and gathering a People to be as 
Lights in a degenerate World, as beſt ſuited 
the divine Wiſdom in every Age, the pro- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
phetical diſpenſation, both accompanying 
and ſucceeding the legal to the Jews; and 


the Chriſtian, into which the Gentiles were 
admitted, ſucceeding to both. 


It is no leſs probable, that the Church 
of Chriſt may at preſent be diſcovered by 
its proper marks ; and the ſincere, aflociat- 
ing with this Church, are in the beſt ſitua- 
tioa for improvement, in the higheſt con- 
cerns that can effect mankind, both here and 
hereafter. 
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Some of the moſt remarkable diſtinctions 
of Chriſtian Profeſſions, are curſorily men- 
tioned in the following Reflections, without 
entering into a more minute detection of 
their errors; which is left to any future 
occaſion, that may diſcover its ſervice, 
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1. OO ME appear to be of opinion, that 
if they join in a Society of Chriſtians, 
among all the variety of their denominations, 
though they may not approve all the doc- 
trines and practices of the community, they 
may nevertheleſs be true Chriſtians, and 
thereby ſcem to put all Societies aſſuming 
the name of Chriſtian upon an equal footing. 
2. Some of them, probably, have miſ- 
applied the extenſive Charity to be found 
in the writings of many good Chriſtians, to 
the fincere, under every denomination, the 
A better 
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better to reconcile their Conſciences to the 
Society, as moſt agreeeblc to their natural 
inclinations, or predominating intereſts. 


3- The pious William Law, in anſwer 
to Doctor Trapp, is very favourable in his 
ſentiments of Roman Catholicks, inſomuch 
as to endeavour to extenuate the odium in 
Proteſtants to tranfubſtantiation. He like- 
wiſe expreſſes his charity towards ſome Diſ- 
ſenters from the Church of England, though 
he is ſorrowfully affected, under the conſi- 
deration of the numerous diſtinctions in the 
profeſſion of chriſtianity, and has ſomewhere 
intimated, that Jacob Behmen (whom he 
ſtiles the blefſed) did not aim at ſetting up 
a different profeſſion of Religion from that 
in which he was educated ; but this is not 
very conſiſtent with his oppoſition to the 
doctrine and practices he approves, or to his 
prediction in his Myſterium Magnum, of a 
people that ſhould be raiſed in the acknow- 
ledgement of the principles of Religion he 
recommended ; which was not long before 
the rife of the Quakers, who appeared m 

| | the 


4 
the profeſſion of many of the valuable 
truths, in his Myſterium Magnum, very 
different from the religion of Behmen's 
education, and quite conſiſtent with the 
tenour of his own conduct. vid. xxxv and 


xli Chapters of his Expoſition upon 
Geneſis. 


4. And it may be obſerved that even 
William Law recommends ſuch a blameleſs 
conduct to the Clergy, fo entirely engroſſed 
and eaten up with the zeal of God's houſe, 
as would really render them as different 
from the generality in the ſame profeſſion, 
as effectually to diſtinguiſh them from other 
Societies of Chriſtians, as any Society can be 
diſtinguiſhed from another. 


5.. It muſt however be allowed that mere 
profeſſion of Truth, witliout a ſuitable Life 
and Converſation, can be of no importance 
in advancing Salvation; but the advantages 
of the ſincere will appear to a demonſtra- 
tion, in their attaining higher improvements, 
and greater excellencies in Religion and 

| | Virtue 
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Virtue than they could otherwiſe ever ob- 
tain. Wwe 


6. In order to diſcover whether it be a2 
matter of indifference with what denomina- 
tion of Chriſtians we join in community, 


and make an impartial judgment to what 


religious Society we ought to give the pre- 


ference, and join in community with; it 


ſeems neceſſary to examine whether any 
obvious marks of the true profeſſion of 
chriſtianity, whereby it may be diſtinguiſhed, 


be recorded in the Scriptures of Truth; 


whether Chriſtians of all denominations are 
not impartially obliged to make this diligent 
enquiry ; and if by a diligent and impartial 


ſearch, they diſcover the true profeſſion of 


chriſtianity, whether they ought not without 


heſitation to join with it; and in ſuch a pro- 
cedure, Charity cannot be impeached, by 
rejeaing all other Churches as more or leſs 
antichriſtian, in conſequence of this purſuit, 


7. Upon the firſt Queſtion, it may be 
_ obſerved, that example, (as is commonly 
ſaid) 
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faid) goes beyond precept, and that there- 
fore it were to be wiſhed, that all good 
People united in promoting the welfare of 
| their fellow Creatures, which can no way 
be ſo well affected as by their union to ad- 
vance the ſame good deſign, agrecable to 
the advice of our blefled Saviour, Matth. 
v. 16. Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, 
that they may ſee your good: Works, and 

| 97G your Father which is in 33 


8. Our Lord told the woman of Sama 
ria, John iv. 23, 24. The hour cometh, and 
now. is, when the true Worſhippers ſhall 
worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth; 
for the Father ſeeketh ſuch: to worſhip him; 
God 1s a Spirit, and'they that worſhip: him 
muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, 


9. Accordingly, having commanded: his 
Diſciples to wait at Jeruſalem, to be endued * 
with power from on high, he commiſſioned 
them to go and teach all Nations; promiſing 
to be with them to the end of the World. 

10 Thus 
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66. 
10. Thus the Church of Chris conſiſted 


of ſuch as received the meſſage of his Apo- 


ſtles, and aſlembled together in his Name, 
who richly provided for their edification in 
the moſt holy Faith, by beſtowing on them 
all requiſite, ſpiritual gifts. Beſide Prophe- 
cy, Which was ſpeaking by the aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Ghoſt to Edification, Exhorta- 
tion, and Comfort; 1 Cor. xiv. 3. He gave 
ſome. Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evan- 
geliſts, and ſome Paſtors, and Teachers, 
for the perfecting the Saints, for the! work 
of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
body of Chriſt ; Eph. iv. 11, 12. He is 
called the head of the Church, Col. i; 18. 
from whom the whole Body, fitly joined 
together and compacted, by that which 


every joint ſupplieth, according to the effec · 


tual working in the meaſure of every part, 
maketh encreaſe of the Body, unto the edi- 
fying of itfelf in Love; Eph. iv. 16; and 
Col. ii. 19, ſheweth how the Members de- 
generate, not holding the Head, from which 
all the . by Joints and Bands, having 

3 


1 


nouriſhment miniſtred and knit together, 
encreaſeth with the encreaſe of God. 


11. Thus we fee what conſtituted, nou- 
riſhed and preſerved the primitive Church 
of Chriſt, and conſequently what is no leſs 
neceflary to its preſent growth and prefer- 


vation; non minus eſt quam vincere parta 
tueri. 


The Spoils of Warfare to maintain, 
Require the Power they did to gain. 


12. And that each particular member of 
Chriſt's Church, was not to depend merely 
on inſtruments, though ſo highly qualified 


by the Holy Spirit, may be concluded from, 


John xiv. 23, If a man love me he will 
keep my words, and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him. 


13. In the preceeding part of the chap- 
ter, he ſays, I will pray the Father, and 
he ſhall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for eyer, eyen the 


Spirit 
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Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, neither 
knoweth him; but ye know him, for he 
dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. 
ver. 16, 17, and 26, He ſhall teach 
you all Things, and bring all Things to 
your Remembrance, whatſoever I ſaid and 
did; agreeable to 1 John ut. 27, But the 


anointing which ye have received of him, 


abideth in you, and ye need not that any 
man teach you, but as the ſame anointing 
teacheth you of all Things, and is Truth, 
and is no Lie, and even as it hath taught 
you, ye ſhall abide in him. 


14. The Apoſtle Paul gives this ſumma- 
ry account of the deſign and conſtitution of 
the Church of Chriſt; Eph. v. 26, 27, 
Chriſt ſo loved the Church, that he gave 
himſelf for it, that he might ſanctify and 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by the 
word, that he might preſent it to himſelf, a 
glorious Church, without ſpot or wrinkle or 


any ſuch thing; but that it ſhould be holy 
and without blemiſh, 


15. Chriſt 


(9) 
15. Chriſt, therefore, came that Sinners 


might became members of his glorious 


Church, built of poliſhed ſtones, of which 
Chriſt; though rejected of the chief maſter 
builders, was, metaphoncally ſaid to he the 
chief corner ſtone, Matth. xxi, 42, and 
Chriſt invites all, that thirſt, to come unto 
him; promiſing, that whoſoever, believeth 
on him, out of his Belly ſhall flow rivers of 
kving water, which as the Evangeliſt John 
vii. 38, 39, ſays, this ſpake he of the Spirit, 
which Believers ſhould receive, 


16. From the preceeding, as well as other 
paſſages. of the holy Scriptures, we may 
conclude it neceſſary for a true Member of 
the Church of Chriſt, to become his Diſci- 
ple, by Self-denial, and à daily Craſs to all 
vitious Inclinations; and having Experienced 
the operation of his Spirit, Tit. iu. g, and 
Regeneration by the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt, he will of courſe, unite with all in 
the ſame experience, wherever he finds 
them, and joining with them, in waiting 
upon the great Head of the Body, . for; his 
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teaching and aſſiſtance, to worſhip the Fa- 
ther in Spirit and Truth : He will be con- 
cerned to ſtrengthen his Brethren, and invite 
others to be partakers with them, in the 
high Privileges of Chriſtianity, in becom- 
ing Sons of God, led and guided by his 
Spirit, and Members of the Church of 
Chriſt ; who furniſhes his Members with 
that portion of the Bread of Life, which 1s 
neceflary for their daily ſubſiſtance; and 
makes thoſe, by whom he pleaſes to mini- 
ſter, diſtributers of it to others ; by which 
they are nouriſhed up to eternal Life, and 
know a growth from the ſtate of Children, 
to the ſtature of Men in Chriſt Jeſus. 


17. As the power of godlineſs, more 
than the form, diſplays itſelf in their Aſſem- 
blies, and Converſations ; both Miniſters and 
Hearers will be careful not to offer the ſa- 
crifice of Fools; well knowing the prepa- 
ration of the Heart, as well as the anſwer 
of the Tongue, is of the Lord, without 
whoſe aſſiſtance, by which all worſhip in 
Spixit and Truth muſt be directed, they can- 

| | not 


1 NI 8 ED 


5 5 © 
* 8 15 8 3 * 


8 YA 
ye bn 4 
1 yew +, 
17 hg 4 


St 


K 7 1 Po 1 J 


1 


not ſee the condition of their own Souls, as 
they ſtand in the ſight of God; and there- 


fore, they cannot pray as they ouglit, much 
leſs adviſe others, but by the aſſiſtance of 


the Spirit, which ſearcheth the deep Things 
of God, and knows the inmoſt receſſes of 


every mind, and is touched with ſuch a feel- 
ing of our infirmities, having ability to aſſiſt 
them; and is ſo merciful, that he never fails 
to afford ſaving Health to ſuch as rely on 
him, of in other words, are in the Faith, 
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SECTION. 


1. SY UESTION; Whether Chriſtians 

| b all denominations, are not o- 
bliged to make an impartial enquity, for the 
mot authentick profeſſion of Religion? 
Anſwer; It muſt proceed from great indif- 
ference, to be careleſs and negligent in our 
enquizies after the profeſſion of true Religion 
in Purity, and implies nothing leſs than Ig- 
norance of it's nature, and of the impoſſi- 
bility of obtaining Happineſs without it, in 


Time or Eternity. 


2. A Man muſt be to a great degree 
inadvertent, not to feel at certain times his 
Miſery in the purſuit of human Pleaſures, 
as well as the impoſſibility of ſecuring the 
uninterrupted enjoyment of them, in this 
Life. His higheſt intereſt therefore, obliges 
him to have recourſe to what will 
beſt adminiſter a remedy againſt the miſe- 
ries of human Lite, ariſing from unavoid- 


able 
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able afflictions, and procure him ſolid ſatis- 
faction, and tranquility, after all applications 
evety other ON for it — in vain. 


3. Can it be ſuppoſed, "IT the ates 
tions of this Life, if the governing principle. 
can ſatisfy an immortal Soul, which muſt 
neceflarily exiſt after the death of the Body? 
If we: ſhould be ſo unhappy as not to find 
our miſery in the purſuit of them; can we 
upon reflection, imagine, that the attach- 
ment of our affection to things, which in 
their beſt enjoyment are only the pleaſures 
of this Life; can adminifter leſs than infinite 
miſery in another World, wherein theſe affec- 
tions of the Soul muſt for ever be ſeperated 
from that, wherein their happineſs is placed? 
And how muſt this be aggravated, by 
the juſt puniſhment inflited by the Almighty 
for the tranſgreſſion of his Laws, ratified by 
Conſcience, and the refuſal of divine Aſſiſt- 
ance, rightly and moſt completely .to enjoy 


the Bleſſings of this Life, and endleſs Felicity 
hereafter ! 
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4. Thus it appears to the Eye of Reaſon, 
how fooliſh it would be to neglect a diligent 
ſearch after the true Religion, and Church 


of Chriſt; wherein the power of godlineſs 


mortifying our ſinful luſts, weaning our 
affections from lower enjoy ments, and raifing 


the Love of God into Dominion in the 


Boul, is to be found; unincumbered with 
foreign traditions, and inſtitutions of human 
invention, at the beſt of the nature of Jewiſh 
Rituals, Heb. x. 4. that cannot make the 
comers thereunto perfect, as pertaining to 
the Conſcience, 
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SECTION III. 


1. T* it be aſked, whether if by diligent 

and impartial enquiry, Chriſtians dif- 
cover the true Church of Chriſt, they 
ought not, without hefitation, to join 
with it? Anſwer, As it is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to keep our conſciences void of offence 
towards God and Man, we muſt obey the 
Truth in all things; for if we endeavour to 
put God off, with as little obedience as poſ- 
ſible, like niggards to the bountiful giver ; 
of all the bleſſings we do, or can enjoy, 
how can we hope for his acceptance? may 
we not rather fear that our Saviour will 
deny us before his heavenly Father, if we 
deny him before men? and as he has told 
us, he that doth his Will, ſhall know of his 
Doctrine, we muſt neceſſarily remain in ig- 
norance, in not complying with his Will, and 
at length be betrayed to hardneſs of Heart, 
by the deceitfulneſs of Sin. How much more 
ſuitable then would it be, with Paul, to 


give 
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give up to the heavenly call, without reaſon- 
ing with Fleſh and Blood? | = 


2, If we reſt any where ſhort of meeting 
in the name of Chriſt to worſhip .the Father, 
we ſhall be apt to miſtake the voice of the 
Stranger, for the voice of the true Shepherd 
and. Biſhop of our Souls, and may conſe- 
quently be excluded from the number of 
his Sheep, and the paſtures of Life and Sal- 
vation, 


3. Thus, inſtead of being Patterns, and 
Examples to the Flock of Chriſt, in his 
Church, and promoting the growth and in- 
creaſe of it to the utmoſt of our power, by 
continual acceſſions to it, that Righteouſneſs 
may cover the Earth, as the Waters cover 
the Sea; we ſhall in ſome degree hinder 
the proſperity of Religion, by occaſioning 
thoſe who are influenced by our example, to 
take up a reſt, even ſhort of the profeſſion 
of true Chriſtianity, 


4. The 


(4272) 
4. The additional ſtrength and aſſiſtance 
individuals receive in the promotion of tem- 


poral intereſts, by their union in Compa- 
nies and Bodies Corporate, beyond what 


they could acquire ſeparately, may ſome- 


what tend to illuſtrate the great advantages 
to be obtained by the union of each indivi- 
dual in the Church of Chriſt; but tlie Im- 
portance of this laſt union as infinitely tranſ- 
cends the mean regards of this Life in the 
former union, as our well being here and 
hereafter doth the uncertain enjoyments of 
Time. | Fo ; 

5. Can it be leſs than preſumption, to 
continue in ſuch profeſſioris, as the indul- 
gence of worldly Friendſhips and ſecular 
Intereſts: moſt ſtrongly recommend? this 
is far ſhort. of making grateful returns for 
the Love of God extended to us through 
Chriſt, and can only proceed from the want 
of giving up our Hearts and Affections to 
the guidance of his good Spirit, in which 
caſe we cannot arrive at thoſe high im- 
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(as.) 
provements in true Religion, of which we 
are otherwiſe capable. 


6. Our bleſſed Saviour ſaid to his Diſci- 
ples, John xvi. 13, 14. Howbeit when he, 
the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide 
you into all Truth; for he ſhall not ſpeak 
of himſelf, but whatſoever he ſhall hear, 
that ſhall he ſpeak, and he will ſhew you 
Things to come. He ſhall glorify me, for 


he ſhall receive of mine, and ſhew it unto 


you, 23, 24. In that Day ye ſhall aſk me 
nothing: Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, 
whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Father in my 
Name, he will give it you. That this 
bleſſed experience was not reſtricted to his 
immediate Diſciples may be inferred from 


"his Prayer, Chapter xvii. 20. Neither pray 


I for theſe alone, but for them alſo, which 
ſhall believe on me through their word. 


SECTION 


SECTION IV. 


1. Po the Queſtion, Whether Charity 

will at all be impeached by reject- 
ing all other Churches, but the true Church 
of Chriſt, as more or leſs antichriſtian, in 


conſequence of the purſuit of Truth? An- 


ſwer, Under this conſideration, Charity will 
Kill continue unviolated, for though it may 
be allowed, that all good Chriſtians of every 
denomination, not to ſay Heathens, who 
fulfil the Law of Chriſt written in their 
Hearts, may be ſaid to be Members of the 
univerſal Church of Chriſt, and to have in 
ſome ſenfe, communion in Spirit with it, 
yet it ſeems clear, this conſideration of the 
univerſal Church can extend no farther un- 
der all denominations, than to ſuch indivi- 
duals as embrace the Church, or profeſſion 
moſt agreeable to the light of Faith, mani- 
teſted in every Conſcience ; which prevents 
not the neceſſity of every true Chriſtian's 

joining 
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Joining and affociating with the true Church 


when diſcovered. ; 


2. It may not perhaps be an unprofitable 
employment to examine the claims of 
Chriſtians, moſt remarkably diſtinguiſhed 
by profeſſion to be the viſible Church of 
Chriſt, with ſuch ſtritures, as we paſs 
along, as are conſiſtent with the Love of 
Truth, | 


3. Papiſts are known to ingroſs Salvation 
within the pale of their own Church, con- 
trary to the obſervation of the Apoſtle Peter, 
that in'every Nation, ſuch as fear God and 
work Righteouſneſs are accepted, Acts x. 


35. but Proteſtants agree that they are by 


no means to be ſuppoſed the viſible Church 
of Chriſt, unſpotted and without blemiſh, 
who make merchandize of men's Souls 
by their indulgences ; and have corrupted 
the worſhip of God by their numerous 
ſuperſtitions, idolatrous Prayers to Saints 
and Angels, and blaſphemous celebra- 
tion of what is called the Sacrament of 

| the 
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the Lord's Supper, by their principle of 
tranſubſtantiation; ſuch however among 
them as fear God and work Righteouſneſs, 

will undoubtedly be accepted by him, not- 
withſtanding as a Church, they are fo vaſtly 

degenerated from the primitive Doctrines 

of Chriſtianity. 


4. Proteſtants of almoſt all denomina- 
tions agree in making the Scriptures the rule 
of their Faith and PraQtice ; but they haye 
in general much better ſucceeded / in de- 
ſtroying the claims of others, who differ 
from them; for, upon a ſtrict ſcrutiny it will 
be found, they have formed their own 
Churches neither upon the foundation of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles in vital Chriſtianity, 


nor according to the : teſtimony of holy, 


Writ, concerning the Church of Chriſt , as 
will more particularly appear by 'a view of 
ſome of their principal diſtinctions. 


5. The Lutherans and Calviniſts are to 
be approved fo far as they have ſhaken off 
the groſs Superſtitions and Idolatry of the 

Church 
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Church of Rome ; though they ſtill retain 
many Things of Man's invention in the wor- 
ſthip of God, and continue various ceremo- 
nies in the Chriſtian Church, which were 
either of Jewiſh original, or of the nature 
of that diſpenſation, and aboliſhed by the 
coming of Chrift, at leaft as effential to 
Salvation. Witneſs their various doctrines 
of Baptiſm and the Supper, ordination of 
Miniſters, their call and maintenance, &c. 
both inconfiſtent with Scripture, Precept, 
and Example, to which they appeal in 
their own vindication, acknowledging the 


' Scriptures to be the ſupreme arbiter of all 


controverſy, and primary rule of conduct 
in all things, and in reality aſcribing to 
them thoſe attributes, which by the Scrip- 
tures are afcribed to Chriſt, and the influ. 
ence of his Spirit, the glorious privilege of 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation. 


6. The like may be ſaid of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, which according to Biſhop Buraet, 
in his Hiſtory of the Reformation, was not 
reformed ſo far as might be expected, from 


the 


the too great regard Queen Elizabeth paid 


to pomp and ſplendour in Religion; and 
it may ſeem very ſtrange to indifferent and 
impartial judges, that the validity of the 
ordination of Minifters ſhould be derived 
from the Church of Rome. 


7. I need not enter into a diſquiſition of 


the diverſity of opinions between Epiſcopa- 


lians and Preſbyterians, the one acknow- 
ledging the government of Biſhops, the 


other of a Preſbytery ; as things of no great 


moment; both being in their preſent forms, 
in ſome degree, alike of human inſtitution. 
I ſhall only remark, the tendency. of Free 
Will, if conſidered as independent of ſu- 
pernatural affiſtance ; and Predeftination, 
as aflerted, without any relation to the obe- 
dience of Faith; that they are both Doc- 
tines ſubverſive of true Religion. 


8. The Baptiſts, who agree very much 
with Preſbyterians in other reſpects, may 
be allowed to uſe the ceremony of dipping 
Adults in Baptiſm, more conſonantly to 
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Scripture Example and Practice; but I be- 
leiye it will be as difficult for them to prove 
that to be the Baptiſm of Chriſt, as to 
make it appear that the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, or Regeneration, is neceſſarily con- 
ſequent upon it; notwithſtanding his pro- 
miſe to be with his Diſciples to the end of 
the World. 


9. There are the diſſinctions of Metho- 
diſts and Moravians, acknowledging them- 
ſelves of the eſtabliſhed Church, though 
diſallowed by others to belong to it, ſo far 
as they differ in external rules of religious 
Practice, and ſeparate Meetings; among 
whom I doubt not, but there may be many 
ſincere Chriſtians ; yet as they are zealous 
for forms of godlineſs, not at all neceflarily 
connected with its power, in numerous 
repetitions ot Prayers and Confeſſions, pub- 
lick and private, very much encreafing 
bodily exerciſe in worſhip, contrary to the 
precept of our blefled.Saviourz and in the 
practice of Piety reſpecting Alms, Prayers, 


&c. the oſtentation of which he diſapproves. 


It 


(8 3 


It is well if their zeal doth not more contri- 


bute to the growth of hipocriſy than true 
Religion. 


10. It may be obſerved of eſtabliſhments 
m general, more eſpecially where they are 
made qualifications. for civil offices in the 
Nate, as well as eccleſiaſtical ones in the 
Church, and teſts to the excluſion of others, 
that it is no wonder great numbers throng 
into them for the Loaves and Fiſhes. 


11. No Society of Chriſtians can be 
deemed the true Church of Chriſt, whoſe 
economy prevents the - poſſibility of 
the unlimited exerciſe of the manifold 
Grace of God for the edification of his 
Church; practiſed in the apoſtolical and ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, till human power and wiſdom 
modelled the Church, and made her Bi- 
ſhops, Miniſters, Preſbyters, Deacons, and 
all other Officers, and compoſed -her pub- 
lick Service ; to ſupport which, Schools of 
human Arts and Sciences became the means 
to qualify Miniſters of the Goſpel, contrary 
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to the method by which it was firſt propa» 
gated, when not many wiſe or learned 
were eminent; but ſuch were employed 
as inſtruments in the Converſion of Man- 
kind, as were adopted under the qualifica- 
tion of divine Grace, and by a ſuitable 
Example, to prevail on men to embrace 
the doctrine of an humble, meek, and ſelf. 
denying Jeſus, to whoſe image they were 
to be conformed. 


12. As Men were always led Captive 
by the Luſt of the Eye, the Luſt of: the 
Fleſh, and the Pride of Life, with the nu- 
merous vices comprehended under. thoſe 
diſtinctians; learned pride, or mere human 
acquirements in Miniſters, are much more 
likely to ſtrengthen than to eradicate theſe 


vices. True Miniſters knew the power of 


the Croſs. to overcome theſe evils in them- 
ſelves, by the aid of Chriſt, before they 
were called by him to bring their fellow: 
creatures to the ſame power manifeſted in 
themſelves, for the ſame end; When thou 


art converted, ſtrengthen thy Brethren, 


Luke 


Luke xxu. 32, an undertaking ſuperior to 
the art and wiſdom of men; but what can 
be expected of this fort, where Laws pre- 
vent the exerciſe of any ſupernatural power 
in the work of the miniftry, in any beſides 
the fingle perſon appointed to preach, pray, 
&c. without regard to thoſe divine qualifi- 
cations that are alone equal to the work. 


13. The preſcribed ſervices of the Church 
have reduced Religion to an art, in which 
the greateſt Sinners may become as great 
proficients as the greateſt Saints; and it is 
much if it may not too often be the means 
of perſwading Sinners they are really Saints, 
while at the ſame time they are diverted 
from the moſt important coneern, the knows 
ledge of themſelves, through the knowledge 
of God in themſelves, to be obtained in 
waiting humbly upon him, and alfo for his 
inſtructions reſpecting the duties moſt im- 
mediately neceflary ; whereby an opportu- 
nity might be given to the Spirit of Truth ; 
(the beſt of all Preachers) whofe office is to 
convince the world of Sin, to ſpeak home 


to 


to every Man's Conſcience, and diſcover to 
him the deceit and. wickedneſs of his own 
Heart, bringing him under the burden of 
Sin and Condemnation for ib in himſelf; 
Which as he ſubmits to, and embraces as 
his proper portion, would ſoon reduce him 
to be weary of it, and at the ſame time 
ſhew him the impoſſibility of all his Facul- 
ties and Powers as a Man, to help himſelf 
in this deplorable condition. Thus he 
might come to experience a Death to his 
beloved Luſts, and from a ſenſe of his mi- 
ſery, call out, a Saviour, or I die! a Re- 
deemer, or I periſh for ever ! which being 
the Prayer of his Heart, would be more ef- 
fectual then the beſt compoſed Form of 
Man's Invention, not ariſing from the pref. 
ing neceſſity of his own Soul, 


14. This "8 in ſome meaſure knows 
the work of Repentance, and is become an 
object of the invitation of Chriſt. Come 
unto me all you that are weary and heavy 
laden, and I will give you reſt to your 
Souls; and the ſame Spirit of Truth, in his 


per- 


C 29 ) 

perſeverence, will become his Comforter ; 
begetting the Faith, that works by Love, 
to the purifying the Heart, which is the 
Saint's victory; in which he will grow from 
one degree of Grace to another, till in the 
prophetical Language, he has fully known 
the Refiner's Fire, and the Fuller's Soap to 
cleanſe him from his Sins; though as deep 
as Scarlet or Crimſon; Thus he may be- 
come wiſer than his Teachers, capable by 
the ſame Spirit of Truth to aſſiſt his Bre- 
thren, and commendably fill the ſtation aſ- 
ſigned him by Providence in the Creation. 


15. The great error of ſupporting an 
economy in the Church, ſo inconſiſtent with 
its trus edification, and the nature of Chriſtia- 
nity, according to the Scriptures of Truth, 
is owing to its Miniſters, or at leaſt the ma- 
Jor-part of them,. (though I believe better 
things of ſome among them) for they find- 
ing their advantage in it, and having no 
call or commiſſion from above for their 
miniſtry, like the true Miniſters of Chriſt, 
who were commanded freely to give, as 
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they had freely received; and though they 
had neither proviſion of Scrip nor of Mo- 
ney, were to depend on the good provi- 
dence of God for their ſubſiſtence. Mini- 
ſters prepared by Arts and Sciences, and 
engaged in their work by worldly motives, 
for ſelfiſh ends; more properly preach 
themſelves, than Chriſt, and by afluming 
the higheſt veneration to themſelves, poſ- 
ſeſs the place of Chriſt in the Hearts of 
their hearers, and can only miniſter from 
the foundation of their own abilities and 


views of intereſt ; being more concerned to 


fecure and increaſe their gain, than to re- 
form any errors in the community, which 
enſures their pay; againſt theſe God hath 
raifed witnefſes for the Truth, at different 
Times and Places, to ſtrike at the Root of 
this Evil, the exterior emoluments of the 
Church, which Bulwark of Satan, till re- 
moved, will ever prevent the kingdoms of 


this World from becoming the kingdoms of 
Chriſt. 


16. I am 


G 


16. 1 am aware, that it may be faid, 
if the government of the Church admitted, 
right or wrong, of a liberty for every 
Member to take upon himſelf to ſpeak to 
the Congregation, pretending a divine call 
to Preach or Pray; this would introduce 
great confuſion and diſorder z but when 
this liberty is extended no farther than is 
confiſtent with the edification of the Aſſem- 
bly, agreeable to Scripture Precept and Ex- 
ample, the objection can have no weight; 
for every right publick Service will carry its: 
own demonſtration with it, that it proceeds 
from the Spirit of God. If no Man can 

call Jeſus Lord, but by*the Holy Ghoſt, no 
Man under a leſs qualification can rightly 
Preach or Pray in the Church, accompanied 
with ſound doctrine, and the prevalent force 
of example, adminiſtering Grace , to the 
hearers, ſpeaking as the Oracles of God, 
by the ability that he giveth ; and granting 
ſome abuſes might be conſequent upon 
leaving room in the time of publick Wor- 
ſhip, for the ſupernatural influences of in- 
ſpiration; is this more than daily happens 

from 
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from the abuſe of Civil Liberty, juſtly eſ- 
teemed among the greateſt bleſſings ? may 
not the ſame vigilance neceſſary, in either 
caſe, to prevent injuries to the community, 
inconſiſtent with its well being, be put in 
practice? Let the impartial conſider, whe- 
ther a Miniſtry founded on temporal inter- 
eſt, though furniſhed with human Learning, 
can produce in the hearer any thing better 
than its own Image, Self Righteouſneſs, the 


knowledge that puffeth up, which is earthly 


and ſenſual, and infidelity, as to that Faith, 


or ſupernatural Power, by which the 
Righteous, in all Ages, obtained victory 
over the luſt which warreth againſt the Soul? 


» . 
17. Such Teachers have not enough di- 


geſted the Apoſtle's Doctrine, that he that 
thinks he knows any thing, knows no- 
thing yet as he ought; which though a pa- 
radox, is to a demonſtration an evident 
Truth ; when it is conſidered, that even 
our natural capacities as men, whether of 
Body or mind, are no acquirements of our 


own, but are the gifts of God, from whom 
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every good and perfect gift comes; theres 
fore we rob God of the glory juſtly due to 
him, when we arrogate it in ſelf-tufficiency 
to ourſelves; and if this be the cafe with 
reſpect to temporal Bleſſings, how much 
rather ought we to glorify God with our 
Bodies, and Spirits, which are his, for boun- 
ties of an eternal nature; rejecting with 
ſhame the folly of pluming ourſelves with 
ſuch ſpurious decorations. 


18. Now notwithſtanding what I have 
faid, of eftabliſhments in general, it may, 
and muſt be acknowledged, to the honour 
of the Church of England, that ſhe hath 
ſhown more lenity to Diſſenters, eſpecially 
fince the Revolution, thaw moſt, if not all 
other Churches which ever had the govern- 
ing power in their Hands. 


19. Some called Methodiſts, and divers 
of other profeſſions, preach up Salvation 
by Faith alone, excluding the effential ne- 
ceſſity of good works; a doctrine diametri- 
cally oppoſite to that of the Apoſtle James, 
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and as inconſiſtent with the deſign of the 
coming of Chriſt, to recover mankind from 
their depraved nature to their original pu- 
rity, and according to Matth. i. 21. to ſave 
people from their Sins. Some of theſe 
ſcreen themſelves under the patronage of 
Biſhop Beveridge, acknowledging they com- 
mit Sin in their very beſt actions, even in 
their preaching and praying; but what other 
tendency has this doctrine, than to exalt and 
eſtabliſh the reign of the Devil, above that 
of Chriſt ? Can we reflect without abhor- 
rence on the vile hipocriſy and wickedneſs 
practiſed under this Antinomian principle in 
the laſt Age? Such egregious abſurdities 
are the leſs aſtoniſhing, if we call to mind 
that Miniſters, who have no commiſſion 
from Chriſt, but merely from men, to 
preach the Goſpel, muſt be in this very 
circumſtance ; for who hath required it at 
their Hands? 


20, The doctrine of imputative Righteouſ- 
neſs, excluſive of real Righteouſneſs wrought 
by Chriſt in the members of his Body, is 

incon- 


1 
inconſiſtent with the reſtoration of mankind ; 
for where is the occaſion of ſolicitude about 
freedom from the Devil's vaſſalage under 
Sin, if the righteouſneſs of Chriſt as an at. 
tribute in him only will ſave us? or the 
neceſſity of Sanctification, Juſtification, and 
Regeneration, if Salvation is already wrought 
by what Chriſt hath done without us? ſome 


have ſaid ironically, Will you not let Chriſt 


ſave you? Will you purchaſe Salvation by 
your own merits? ſuch Preachers, who can 
preach and pray in their own will, and 
time, can know but little of the work of 
Salvation by the ineſtimable benefit of the 
Grace of God in the gift of his Holy Spirit, 
to enable men to work out their own Salva- 
tion; without the aid of which, it muſt be 
acknowledged we are uncapable of - both 
thoughts, and actions, acceptable to God; 
then what can be expected from the beſt fin- 
ful works even of preaching and praying, by 
Miniſters who know not Chriſt to be Mouth 
and Wiſdom to them, but on the contrary, 
ſeem to unite the moſt contrary things; 
Light and Darkneſs, Chriſt and Belial, God 
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and Mammon; and inſtead of preaching 
Chriſt to be the true Vine, in whom every 
true Chriſtian muſt live, and to be the Bread 
of Life, the Way, the Truth, and the 
Light; the Pearl of great Price, the hidden 
Treaſure, the leaven of the Kingdom, the 
good Seed, and the power under every Simi» 
litude, which can alone make true Members 
of his Church, and reſtore Man to his ori» 
ginal perfection? the end of his infinite 
mercy and condeſcenſion by his Death and 
Sufferings, was to redeem mankind from 
all iniquity, and if, inſtead of principally 
directing men to wait for, and cloſely at- 
tend to this all-ſufficient power in them- 
ſelves, their teachers divert them from it, 
they rather contribute to the eſtabliſhment 


of the reign of the Devil, and fruſtrate the 
deſign of | Chriſt's coming to deſtroy his 


works. 


21. It is pretended, that Sin is neceſſary 
to preſerve men humble, and hide pride 


from them; may it not as well be ſaid, 


that God intends not to be obeyed, though 
he 
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he commands it, and aſſerts its preference 
to Sacrifice ? beſide, Chriſt came to redeem 
to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works: Can pride be ſo well hid from 
Man as by the defence God has provided 
againſt every falſe Glory? fince it is not by 
Man's power that he can be cleanſed, or 
preſerved from Bin : there is no occafion for 
recourſe to ſuch apologies, unleſs for the 
flothful ſervant, or to form an effectual 
ſereen for hypocriſy. 
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SE CT-FON: V. 


1 HUS having taken a view of ſome 
detects in different Churches pro- 


feſſing Chriſtianity, I cannot ſee that they 


are properly intitled to the name of the true 
Churches of Chriſt ; rightly. acknowledging 
him to be, now as well as formerly, the 
chief Prieſt and Biſhop in his Church, and 
the only foundation on which it ſtands, or 
can be eſtabliſhed. 


2. There is ſtill another People, whoſe 
claim to be the true Church of Chriſt, 
ſtands much clearer than any of the pre- 
ceeding Sects. Their anceſtors, as well as 
many at preſent among them, were called 
from among all the empty forms and pro- 
feſſions of Religion, to be a People, who 
were no People, wherein they had 
ſought in vain, to find peace and reſt to their 
Souls, though many of them had tried al- 
moſt every form of Religion, at a time when 
ſpeculations about it, as well as zeal in pro- 
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feſſion, were no leſs remaikable than at 
preſent. 


3. Theſe finding their diſappointment in 


the various edifices of worſhip framed by 


human wiſdom, ſupported by human power, 
and endowed with human privileges and 
advantages, were at length brought to ceaſe 
from Man, 'and give ear to the voice of 
God in their own Souls, and to wait in the 
filence of all Fleſh, for his holy Inſtructions 
and divine Aſſiſtance, to come up in the 
practice of them ; by which means they 
ſoon learned the neceſſity of Self Denial, 
and a daily Croſs, and were crucified to the 
world and the world to them; for they not 


only were brought to experience, a Death 


in themſelves, to the vanities of this Life, 
and the finful luſts of the Fleſh, but likewiſe 
to their own Self Righteouſneſs, 


4. Thus they were reduced to the ſimple 
worſhip of God in Spirit and Truth, by the 
aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, given through 


the inexpreſſible benefit of the Death, Suf- 
ferings, 


r 
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fetings, and Reſurrection of Chriſt, to lead 
and guide them into all Truth, and came to 
know the Apoſtle's Doctrine, that they 
could not pray as they ought, but as the 
Spirit helped their infirmities, with fighs and 
groans, Rom. iii. 26, which cannot be ut- 
tered in words. 


5. In their perſeverance in this exerc iſe 
they knew a paſting from Death to Life, 
by the energy of that Faith which works by 
Love, to the pulling down of the ſtrong, 
holds of Sin and Satan, and the ſubverſion of 
the very foundations of the old Earth and 
Heavens, and experienced the Creation of 
a new Heaven and Earth, wherein dwells 


Righteouſneſs, 2» | 


6. Being thus prepared, they were con- 
ſtrained to forſake the various worſhips of 
their education, in the will and wiſdom of 
Man, and oh, affecting trial of their Faith! 
to forſake the love and friendſhip of their 
neareſt Relations and Acquaintance, and all 
worldly Intereſts, to run up and down, and 
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call their fellow Mortals to turn from Dark- 
neſs to the Light, wherewith Chriſt had en- 
lightened them, and from the power of 
Satan to God. Thus they were the means 
of gathering a Church to Chriſt, which thea 
very remarkably appeared returning out of 
the wilderneſs, according to, Canticles viii. 5. 


7. They forſook Father and Mother, 
Houſe and Land, for Chriſt's ſake and the 
Goſpel; and the promiſe of Chriſt was emi- 
nently fulfilled in them; for they received 
an hundred fold, in the exceeding-great 
reward of the joy, peace and comfort of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and the enjoyments of new 
Friends and Relations, fuch as the Lord him- 
ſelf acknowledged as Mthren; and as the 
Apoſtle tells the Hebrews, Chapter xii. 23, 
24. They were come to Mount Zion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerufalem, and to an innumerable company 
of Angels, to the general Aſſembly of the 
Firſt-born, which are. written in Heaven, 
and to God the Judge of all, and to the 
Spirits of juſt men made perfect. 

F 8. Theſe 


( 42 ) 

1 8. Theſe People were in deriſion called 
1 Quakers, becauſe the remarkable effect of 
the intent exerciſe of their minds was at- 
tended in their worſhip, in many of them, 
with a viſible trembling of their Bodies, un- 
der the awful dread of the moſt High, and 
the/aſtoniſhing ſenſe of his preſence. 
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9. Thus having left the ſeveral Societies, 
. among whom they had been formerly in- 
[| | corporated, they met together in the name 
1 . of the Lord, and waited in humility and ſi- 


| 
| lence for the appearance of his Spirit to in- 
| fluence and guide every particular in his 
q duty before him; free from the embarraſſ- 
ments of formal Pſalms, Prayers, Ceremo- 
| mals, and unconfined to the miniſtry of any 
il particular Miniſter, appointed by Man ; and 
178 as Chriſt declared himfelf to be in the midſt 
1 of ſuch; wherever gathered, they experi- 
1 enced his coming to teach his People him- 
| i i ſelf, both immediately in their own Hearts, 
7 and inſtrumentally by his Minifters, called 
N "ll and qualified for that end in the School of 
[| | Chriſt, whoſe Mouths were opened for the 
it edification of the Aſſembly, ſuitably to the 
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ſeveral neceſſities of thoſe to whom their 
. miniſtry was directed by him; who is touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, and can 
miniſter that portion, and kind of divine 
nouriſhment which the ſtate and condition of 
every Soul requires, in the fight of God; by 
which both Miniſter and Hearer 4s quali- 
fied unto every good word and work. 


10. This is the well known circumſtance 
of a Society, concerning which, with ſorrow 
it may be ſaid of too many, that they know 
not the God of their Fathers; and many by 
a too eager, purſuit of the Things of this 
Life, have declined in their firſt love, if 
they have not intirely loſt it ; yet there are 
ſtill many living witneſſes tothe truth amongſt 
them, ſufficient to demonſtrate them to be 
the true Church of Chriſt; not acted by 
their own ſelfiſh wills, or worldly motives 
in its edification. 


11. The liberty they now enjoy as a 
Society, to worſhip God according to their 
Conſciences, may be ſaid, in a great degree, 
to be the purchaſe of the blood of many of 

their 
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their Anceſtors ; among whom four were put 
to death in New Fagland, and near four 
hundred in this Nation died in priſon, beſides 


which, numbers were ſentenced to baniſh- 


ment. The ſums of money taken from them 
by fines for abſenting themſelves from the 
cftabliſhed worſhip, and for meeting to 
worthip God according to their Conſciences, 
are incredibly large; and, before the Revo- 
lation, fell little ſhort of two hundred thou- 


ſand Pounds within the limits of Great 


Britain and Ireland. 
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12. May the great refiner of Souls cleanſe | 


ard purify this Church from the corruption 
too many in profeſſion with it have imbided, 
add thouſands without limits to their num- 
ber, and make them more and more emi- 
nently a city ſet upon a hill, which cannot 
be hid: for ſuch as do the will of Chriſt, 
muſt gratefully acknowledge, that the Light 
ſtill ſhines among them, which can never 
be totally eclipſed, to ſuch enquiring Souls 
as are weary and heavy laden, and cannot 
be ſatisfied ſhort of the true reſt. 
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